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interest in the lives of others extended far beyond the 
classroom. She loved the young and respected the 
wisdom of the elderly. Of particular note was an older 
gentleman named Nel C. Nelson. At 92 he was a young 
man during the Prohibition era of homemade 
moonshine but lived to see men walk on the moon. 
Between these two events, he was a witness to the 
convulsiveconvulsive history of the twentieth century. Living in a 
rundown rooming house, his gift of new pennies to 
Jane’s daughters brought him to her attention. Soon, 
she was inviting him to her home for dinner and 
extended an invitation to him to address those she 
taught. It was a novel experience for Nel and offered a 
unique look at history for those who understood World 
WarWar II and the twentieth century at large only through 
history books.
   Out of all the facets that defined Jane Sullivan’s 
personality, the concept of hope was the most 
prominent. A realist and a romantic, she had no 
illusions about life and its limitations, challenges and
victories. Among her favorite books was the Pulitzer   

 Prize winning novel, A Death in the Family, written by 
James Agee. Set in the early part of the twentieth 
century, it examines the impact of death on a 
nine-year-old boy who suffers the sudden loss of his 
father. Later translated into the award winning play, All 
the Way Home by television dramatist Tad Mosel, both 
works deftly avoid the temptation to stray into maudlin 
sentimentality.sentimentality. To those familiar with both works, as the 
boy’s father is laid to rest, a butterfly, previously unseen 
and unexpected, flies out of the grave and hovers for a 
few moments before flying away. Highly allegorical 
and suggestive of a soul entering the doorway of 
heaven, the book and play offer a sobering yet 
optimistic view on  the subject of death and all of its 
mysteries.mysteries.
   For Jane Sullivan, who was a beacon of hope, an 
advocate of potential and an unending source of 
inspiration, her journey into eternity is now well 
underway. May this pilgrimage bring you all the way 
home, Jane.
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