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called home. Open six days a week, with the exception
of Mondays and major holidays, the adult admission
price of $8.00 is less than the local multiplex and
makes a visit to the Armstrong museum a bargain for
New Yorkers and out-of-towners alike.

While the New York City Department of Cultural
Affairs owns the Armstrong house, and Queens
College oversees its administration, the day-to-day
operations lie in the capable hands of Deslyn Dyer, its
Assistant Director. Although she was born after
Armstrong’s death, Ms. Dyer’s daily exposure to his
home environment and memorabilia gives her an
unusual perception of this musical genius and his place
in popular history. “The outand-out racial prejudice
Louis faced is hard to fathom today,” she says. “We
have an old black-and-white movie clip where Louis is
singing a love song, not to a woman, but to a horse.
The idea of romance among black males was just too
threatening for white audiences a couple of generations

ago. That kind of thinking represents a lesson about
tolerance today’s generation would do well to
remember,” Dyer notes.

Visitors who take the forty-minute tour of the house
soon realize that although Louis Armstrong is dead,
his home and legacy are still very much alive, especially
in regard to children. “Louis never had children of his
own” Ms. Dyer states, “but he loved youngsters, and
they loved him in return. He traveled extensively and
performed more than 300 times a year, but whenever
he came back to this residence, the kids in the
neighborhood were only too glad to greet him and help
carry his baggage into the house.” His affection for the
young is apparent even today. Every May, the Louis
Armstrong House Museum plays host to kids through
a free three-day jazz festival designed to introduce young
people to this particular style of American music.

As interest in Armstrong continues to grow, so does this

museum. With an anticipated opening date in 2012, a
$15,000,000 Visitors Center will be constructed across
the street from the Armstrong house. This center will
allow visitors to gain more information about Louis
Armstrong and his contributions to American music
and culture. During the course of his life, Louis
Armstrong was generous to a fault. Stories abound
concerning his donation of jackets stuffed with
hundred dollars bills that he casually gave to homeless
people on the street. The legacy of his life, combined
with his generosity, continues to thrill and fascinate a
growing legion of fans and admirers. The Armstrong
House Museum will be a point of reference for each
generation as it discovers the man, the myth and the
music forever defined by Louis Armstrong — What a

Wonderful World. ®

The Louis Armstrong House Museum is located at 34-56
107th Street, Corona, NY 11368. For more info, call
718-478-8274 or email info@louisarmstronghouse.org.






